Unit 2 
Lessons 3-5
Vocabulary Cards
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human evolution

represents the
evidence-based,
scientific understanding of the origin and
development of humanity

Example: The Nakalipithecus fossil found in
Kenya thought to be the last common ancestor
between apes and humans.
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21
hominid

g | humans and their closest

relatives.

Example: Humans, chimpanzees, gorillas, and
orangutans are all hominids.
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bipedalism

a form of motion where an
organism moves by
means of its two rear
limbs.

Example: An ostrich is a bipedal bird.
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biome ®

a major
ecological
community that
corresponds to a climate and is
characterized by plants that live in that
are adapted to that environment

Example: Low latitude biomes include
rainforest, savanna, and desert.
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adaptation

the process or state of
changing to fit a new
environment or different
conditions

Example: Sherpas of Nepal have a higher
number of red blood cells which allow them to
live at higher Himalayan altitudes.
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human
migration

The physical

movement by humans from one area to
another, sometimes over long distances
or in large groups.

Example: Homo sapiens appear to have
moved out of Africa around 70,000 years ago.
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Paleolithic Age or Era foragers
the period of the Stone Age N a group of people who survive by
that began about 2.5 to 2 hunting and gathering over a large
million years ago, marked by the region
earliest use of tools made of chipped
stone Example: Foragers spread to most parts of

the globe following large mammals.
Example: The Paleolithic Age is also known

as the Old Stone Age. (55070205)
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linguistic artifacts ) /’ non-linguistic artifacts
artifacts that are written éi/)” artifacts that do not have written
language or have writing on language like stone tools or human
them remains

Example: Linguistic artifacts provide textual Example: Non-linguistic artifacts like
information about the past. arrowheads help us study prehistory.
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lifeways ,#_‘ social institutions I I I I
the ways in which a group of v organizations that large groups of J—

people live, find food, and behave humans (societies, cultures) create to help
4 ' solve social problems

Example: Foraging lifeways were

characteristic of the Paleolithic Age. Example: Religion is one social institution that

almost every culture has.
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